
ORDER OF SERVICE 
KICK-OFF FOR A YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION 

OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

                          *Please Stand Where Able 

MUSICAL PRELUDE 

BIBLE OPENING 

WELCOME & CELEBRATIONS  

TIME OF PREPARATION & GROUNDING 

GREETING  

God is good, 

All the time. 

All the time, 

God is good. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

LIGHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive)    

From deep soil comes bold and daring growth. 

 From the seeds of our past will come  

  fresh new growth. 

We come today to marvel at what has been harvested 

 and prepare for what will come. 

We come to celebrate where we are and where we 

have been. 

 We come rejoicing with our ancestors  

  in faith across generations: 

We give thanks to God for the blessings of past, 

present, and future  

 and dare to plant these seeds of faith anew! 

  

*HYMN  VU #820     “Make a Joyful Noise” 

 

OPENING PRAYER   (unison) 
God, we come to this time and place with a song! 

Each day, you give us a chance to begin anew: to 

drink deeply of your Spirit, to boldly follow in the 

Way of Jesus, and to dare to seek justice as we seek 

relationship with our neighbours and you. Again 

and again, God, you call us out of our old lives and 

into your new day. 

And so, as we celebrate the 99th anniversary of this 

United Church, help us to reflect back with clarity 

upon all that deserves to be celebrated, all that 

deserves to be lamented, and all that deserves to be 

let go. We are not perfect, God, but we are yours, 

and we trust that you are with us every day. This 

day, and always, help us to be good grain that is 

planted and tended by your love, so that in the year 

to come we may flourish in this time and place. 

Amen. 

 SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD 

TIME  FOR ALL AGES    

   

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE     

Psalm  33 – VU Page 760 
(No Sung Response) 

 John 12:  20 – 28 
 
Response:      Thanks Be To God 

 

 

 

SERMON “Celebrating Union” 

         

*HYMN      “When Seed Falls on Good Soil” 
                     (tune used from VU #714 – no refrain) 

When seed falls on good soil,  

it’s born through quiet toil, 

Where soil receives, the earth conceives  

the blade, the stem, the fruit, the leaves. 

Good soil, O Mother earth, the womb,  

where seed takes birth. 

 

God’s Word in Christ is seed;  

good soil its urgent need,  

for it must find in human-kind  

the fertile soil in heart and mind. 

Good soil!  A human field!  A hundred-fold to yield 

 

Plough up the trodden way,  

and clear the stone away, 

tear out the weed, and sow the seed.   

Prepare our hearts your Word to heed, 

 that we good soil may be.   

     Begin, O God, with me. 

 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

IINNVVIITTAATTIIOONN  ttoo  GGeenneerroossiittyy  
WWee  hhaavvee  aa    ““GGiivviinngg  SSttaattiioonn””  aatt  eeaacchh  EEnnttrraannccee  

aanndd  oonnee  ppllaattee  tthhaatt  wwiillll  rreemmaaiinn  aatt  tthhee  bbaacckk  eennttrraannccee  

tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  sseerrvviiccee..  

  
**PPlleeaassee  SSttaanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  OOffffeerriinngg  HHyymmnn  wwhhiillee  tthhee    

OOffffeerriinngg  iiss  bbrroouugghhtt  ffoorrwwaarrdd  

  

  

  

  

  



  

SSuunngg  RReessppoonnssee      ““WWhhaatt  CCaann  II  DDoo??””  ((22  ttiimmeess))  

  WWhhaatt  ccaann  II  ddoo??    WWhhaatt  ccaann  II  bbrriinngg??  

  WWhhaatt  ccaann  II  ssaayy??    WWhhaatt  ccaann  II  ssiinngg??  

  II’’llll  ssiinngg  wwiitthh  jjooyy..    II’’llll  ssaayy  aa  pprraayyeerr..  

  II’’llll  bbrriinngg  mmyy  lloovvee..    II’’llll  ddoo  mmyy  sshhaarree..  

  

**PPrraayyeerr  ooff  DDeeddiiccaattiioonn      ((uunniissoonn))  

Teach us, God, to offer 

the very best of who we are 

in the service of your will 

through the mission of this church:  

may we offer hope, joy, and reconciliation 

in the world so much in need.  

Receive what we give for  

the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen 

    

  

PASTORAL PRAYER    
           The Lord’s Prayer…….  AMEN 

     

*HYMN   VU#420      “Go to the World” 

   

* BLESSING  (responsive) 

As you leave this place, we invite you to care for and 

nurture the seeds that you have been given) 

Beloved, as you go into the world this day and this 

year,  may you receive this blessing as both gift and 

call: 

Blessed are you who give your life to living deeply 

within the Spirit’s call, 

 we who long to be planted fully within the 

      heart of Christ  and to love God ’s world with                 

      all our heart. 

Blessed are you who give your life to bold 

discipleship: 

 

 we who plant the Saviour’s seeds of love,  

      faith, hope, and joy, and trust that God will 

      nurture these seeds with a future good beyond 

      our imagining. 

And blessed are you who give your life to daring justly 

for all Creation, 

 we whose hearts break open like a seed in the 

      Earth as we give us lives for the flourishing of 

      all places and people. 

Blessed are we who live this life and give this life, 

 for we are not alone in this living and dying  

      and rising again.    God is with us! 

We are blessed to be a blessing, now and always. 

      Thanks be to God! 
 

* SUNG BLESSING    MV #92 (vs 1 only)   

          “Like A Rock”   

Organist will play through once 

Sing Together 2 times through 

 

Like a rock, like a rock, God is under our feet. 

Like the starry night sky, God is over our head. 

Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before. 

Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in  

  God evermore. 
 

 

 POSTLUDE                    

                            * * * * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

LLOONNDDOONN  RROOAADD  WWEESSTT  

UNITED CHURCH 
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PASTOR ROXANNE BALE 
Email:  roxanne.bale3@gmail.com 

Cell  519-280-7744 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICE    519-542-2084 

LRWunitedchurch@gmail.com 

www.londonroadwestunitedchurch 

 

 

ORGANIST   Debbie Wellington 
 

 

 

 

“London Road West United Church is a welcoming congregation 
celebrating God’s presence through worship, music, spiritual enrichment 

and outreach.” 

“Be with us:  Celebrate GOD!” 
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